Egypt’s Human Development Report 2021
Development, a right for all:
Egypt’s pathways and prospects
Link to report: https://www.eg.undp.org/content/egypt/en/home/library/
human_development/egypt-human-development-report-2021.html
What are Human Development Reports?
• The Human Development Report (HDR) is an index report published by the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), on the global, regional, and national levels.
• The rst HDR was launched in 1990 by the Pakistani economist Mahbub Ul Haq and Indian
Nobel laureate Amartya Sen, based at its core on the notion: “people as
the real wealth of nations” and thus, should be placed at the center of
the development process.
• HDRs freely explore ideas and constructively challenges policies, while
presenting an updated set of indices, aiming to measure the
achievements in the basic dimensions of human development across
countries, encompassing economic, health and education,
environmental, women’s empowerment, and governance themes.
Egypt’s Human Development Report 2021 and Why is it Special ?
• Egypt Human Development Report 2021 is of particular signi cance as
it comes a decade after the publication of the last report in 2010.
Therefore, the new report covers an unprecedented period in Egypt’s
history from 2011 to 2020, witnessing two popular revolutions, a new
constitution, and bold economic and social reforms.
• “The Report renews and con rms Egypt's commitment to a
development approach that puts people at the centre of the
development processes as the principal driver of and the primary
stakeholder in its outcomes.” Randa Abo El Hosn, UNDP Resident Rep
• The Report, published amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, also
outlines the policies that Egypt has implemented to combat the
outbreak and reduce its e ects on its economy and society, which
enabled the country to achieve positive economic growth, becoming a
success and unique story in the region.
• Egypt’s HDR con rms that development challenges can be faced by setting priorities and
strengthening Egypt’s pragmatic capacities to complete its development path to guarantee the
right to development for all Egyptians in the upcoming period in light of the close alignment of
Egypt’s Vision 2030 plan and the global Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development, and the
Africa 2063 agenda
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• The process of preparing the Report involved cooperation with a number of Egyptian
government agencies including the Ministry of Planning and Economic Development, in order to
provide the necessary information, documents and data. The HDR has been comprehensively
reviewed by a number of experts and specialists in the topics covered, including former
ministers, prominent research institutes, academics, and the civil society.
• Egypt’s HDR 2021 is also unique as it targets not only decision makers, civil society, business
community, researchers, and development partners, but more importantly targeting the Egyptian
citizen hoping for a bright future as we enter the Decade of action to 2030.
• The HDR serves an excellent data-intensive and reliable analytical resource for students
abroad as they pursue their degrees in all topics, and wish to thoroughly comprehend and
reference Egypt’s development in the last 10 years.
• The HDR is also a very useful tool for benchmarking and monitoring Egypt’s progress over time,
as well as reinforcing policy design and implementation in the country as it captures the most
pressing issues and advances viable solutions.
• Egypt’s HDR 2021 is available in Arabic and English. The report’s brief is also available in
French, Spanish, German, Russian, Chinese, and Japanese.
What does the report include?
• Egypt’s HDR 2021 is mainly divided into two main sections.
• The rst section highlights “Egypt’s Development Pathways” from 2011 until 2020,
encompassing:

- Investment in Human Capital: (Health, Education, Housing)
- Economic & Social Reform: Paving the way for a development shift
- Social Protection: (Takaful & Karama, improving subsidized commodities, developing the

social insurance system, expanding health insurance, spending on protection programs).

- Renaissance of Egyptian Women: (Political, Economic, and Social empowerment,
Protection)

- Achieving Environmental Sustainability: (Air Pollution, Water, Solid Waste, Climate Change,
Energy)

- Governance: (Counter-terrorism, Administrative & Financial Reform, Anti-Corruption,
Digitalization, SDG localization)

- COVID-19: Dealing with the crisis and transforming its challenges into opportunities
• The second section highlights Egypt’s Vision 2030: “a new decade towards sustainable
development” covering:

- The principles governing Egypt’s development prospects: (the Constitution & Policy
Frameworks)
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- Desired outcomes: (improving all levels of human development, strengthening the
development push & ensuring inclusive growth, adapting to climate change & improving
environmental conditions, upgrading the quality of services & readiness of public
institutions)

- Necessary implementation mechanisms: ( nancing for development, data availability,
digital transformation, capacity building).

What to expect in Egypt’s HDR 2021: Extracts from the Report
• For the rst time ever, Egypt’s 2020 Human Development Index was higher than the Arab
World’s average. Egypt maintained its ranking of 116th out of 189 countries, and retained its
position as a country with a high development index at 0.707, compared to 0.668 in 2010.

• Substantial investments in human capital yielded a notable improvement in the pre-university
education sector over the past 10 years according to accessibility indicators and educational
outcomes; quality and competitiveness indices remain an area of development.

• The health of Egyptians has also generally improved, and new innovative health programs and
initiatives have led to increase in the performance rates of units across Egypt’s health system,
re ected by a longer average life span and a reduction in under- ve mortality rate.
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Egypt was one of the world's leading countries that incorporated the "right to housing" into its
constitution, working to provide adequate housing for all through extensive programs to support
social housing and urban development through service provision.

Egypt has begun to reap the bene ts of the bold reforms it adopted to restructure its economy
and develop its nancial and monetary policies, and investing considerably in infrastructure.

• Egypt has adopted a new philosophy to achieve social justice and strengthen human security,
moving from social protection to empowerment.

• Egypt has enshrined the role of women as an indispensable, active, and equal partner, its
pursuit of sustainable human development.
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• Egypt has prioritized maximizing bene ts from its
environmental assets, shifting towards adopting risk-informed
approaches to environmental management.
Egypt’s HDR 2021 Launching Event attended by H.E President
Abdel Fattah El Sisi
“Egypt is notable for being amongst the EARLIEST adopters
of the human development concept. Today’s report shows
the country has made huge strides in key areas such as
health, education, and housing.”
Achim Steiner, Administrator, UNDP, New York
“Egypt is setting a new benchmark for keeping the ‘people
focus’ in achieving the sustainable development agenda”
Elena Panova, UN Resident Coordinator in Egypt
“Egypt has obtained positive results notably in terms of a low
unemployment rate and with creation of job. Economic policies in
Egypt have integrated employment promotion as a central
objective”
Eric Oechslin, Country Director, International Labor
Organization
“We are pleased that the Government of Egypt is investing in social
protection and is working on a long-term strategy and an integrated vision as a key tool to ensure
that no one is left behind so that parents, children, workers and the elderly can live a digni ed life
through their life cycle, free from poverty.”
Jeremy Hopkins, Country Representative, UNICEF
“Egypt’s National Family Development plan puts women’s
empowerment at the heart of national e orts, to o er them equal
access to quality education, economic resources, employment
and decision-making at all levels, least of all around their own
reproductive health”
Fredrika Meijer, Country Representative, UNFPA
“We have to be proud with Egypt’s important gains over the past
few years such as breaking glass ceilings around women’s national-level leadership and investing
in women’s access to economic opportunities”
Christine Arab, Country Representative, UN Women
“Egypt is a strong candidate to host the Conference of Parties to
the UN Convention on Climate Change, including the annual
summit for world leaders— expected to be a milestone in our
shared pursuit to save the planet from negative impacts of climate
change”
Mohamed Bayoumi, Assistant Country Director, UNDP
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